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Dear Friends
The Gate of the Year
“And I said to the man who stood at the
gate of the year:
‘Give me a light, that I may tread
safely into the unknown!"
And he replied:
"Go out into the darkness and put your
hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and
safer than a known way.’
So, I went forth, and finding the Hand of
God, trod gladly into the night”
Those words, written by Minnie Louise Haskins in 1908 became famous
when they were used by King George V in his Christmas message of 1939

As I write this at the end of November, we are facing uncertainty once more
in this country and in the wider world. Almost 18 months after the Brexit
referendum thrust us into uncharted waters, we have little idea of what
Brexit will actually mean for us day to day. At the moment there are no
certainties, and that is unsettling to everyone, not just to business as the
news commentators would have us believe.
On the wider global scale, just last night North Korea launched its most
powerful ballistic missile yet, causing great anxiety and uncertainty not only
in America, but across the world. And in Zimbabwe, the longed-for
overthrow of President Mugabe has finally taken place, but what the future
holds for Zimbabwe and the surrounding nations, no-one knows.
As we face 2018 with all the hopes and uncertainties which this New Year
brings we need to put our hands into the hand of God just as much as
those who heard George V’s message in 1939. It is, after all, only God
who knows the future; only God who can guide us through the uncertainties
of this life; only God who can bring hope in the confusions of the world
around us.
Only when we put our hands into the hand of God can we face the future
with hope. Only when we put our hands into the hands of God can we
face the future with certainty.
Yours in the hope which comes from Christ,
Revd Anne
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Sunday Services for January 2018
Sunday

07-Jan

14-Jan

21-Jan

28 Jan

Services
Wettenhall

11 am

11 am

11 am

6:30 pm

St David

Morning Prayer

Communion

All Age

Informal
Communion

Worleston

9:30 am

9:30 am

9:30 am

9:30 am

St Oswald

All Age

Communion

Morning Prayer

Baptism

1pm

1 pm

Baptism

Baptism

Acton

11 am

8 am

10 am

8 am

St Mary

Communion

Communion

Messy Church

Communion

Church
Minshull

11 am

11 am

Morning Prayer

Morning Prayer

6:30 pm

6:30 pm

6:30 pm

6:30 pm

Evensong

Inner WI
Evensong

Communion

Evensong

9:30 am

11 am

11 am

11 am

Communion

Cafe Church

Communion

Messy Church

St
Bartholomew
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St David’s Church
Wettenhall

Condolences

Visit: www.wettenhallchurch.org.uk

Sidespersons
7th Jan

Mr N Moss

14th

Mrs M Sherry

Jan

21st Jan

Brownies/Guides

28th Jan

Informal

4th

United at Reaseheath

Feb

Cleaning & Flowers
7/14 Jan

Mrs H Wilson & Family

21/ 28 Jan Mrs S Ward & Mrs I
Drinkall
th
4 Feb
Mrs M Sherry

Childrens Society
Just over £48 was collected for the
Children's Society from the Home
Collection Boxes. Thank you to
everyone who supports the Children's
Society in this way. It is greatly
appreciated.

We extend our deepest
sympathy to the family and
friends of Eric Birchall. Eric was
proud to claim that he was
probably the longest-living
resident of Cholmondeston &
Wettenhall. He loved his farming
life at Hawthorn Farm and
enjoyed being close enough to
visit his grandson James there,
during his retirement. He will be
greatly missed by his many
friends and his very close family.
Our thoughts & prayers are with
them all at this sad time.
CONDOLENCES also to the
family and friends of Ted Berry
who farmed for many years at
Townsgreen Farm, Wettenhall
before retiring to Kelsall.

Thank You
The beginning of the new year is a good time to thank everyone who has
worked so hard during 2017 to support St. David's in so many unseen,
different ways. We are very grateful to those who deliver the magazines
month by month, those who provide refreshments at the end of services,
those who welcome parishioners, those who put flowers on the altar & in
the windows, and those who hoover, dust & polish with increasing
regularity!
We are always grateful for extra help, so if you think you could help in any
way, please contact either of the churchwardens who will be very pleased
to hear from you.
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Thanks also to
all those who took the time to fill 14 shoeboxes for the
Operation Christmas Child project. Christmas will have
been very special because of the love & generosity
shown by strangers to children across the globe.
This year the project was providing for children in
Moldova. If you would like to know more about the
work they do and how the shoeboxes were joyfully
received please have a look on the Operation
Christmas Child website.
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/

PCC MEETING
The next PCC meeting takes place on Wednesday 10th
January at 7.30pm in church.

Coffee & Cake

Another year and it's time for more
cake! The next meetings are on
Thursday January 11th & Feb 1st.
Please note that the January
meeting is slightly later in the month
than usual. Times are from 10am12 noon & everyone is very
welcome for as little or as long as
they wish.
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Happy Birthday

Congratulations

This month to:
Amber Drinkall
Cameron Mather
Conor Smith
Elizabeth Brunt
Ella Day
Fallon Ward
George Drinkall
Imogen Bond
Isabelle Herbert

Isobel Burnley has been nominated by
the Bishop of Chester to receive some
of the annual Maundy Money from HM
Queen Elizabeth 11, on Maundy
Thursday 2018. This splendid
occasion will take place in a service at
St. George's Chapel Windsor and will
be followed by a Lunch and Reception
at Windsor Castle.
The tradition of receiving Maundy
Money has a long history and is now
distributed to those who provide
outstanding Christian service to the
community. As the Queen will be in
her 92nd year, there will be a
distribution to 92 men & 92 women of
the realm. There is no one better
qualified to receive this than Isobel! It
is richly deserved and we look forward
to hearing all about the event and
seeing the actual coins after Easter
next year.

Lucy Bowes
Sienna Palin
William Herbert
William Jones
Hannah Boyd
Chloe Yarwood
Jack Harding
Katie Drinkall
Keira Pelle

Happy belated 10th birthday to
Oliver Sparks who celebrated his
special day on 22nd December.
We hope you had a lovely day

From the Registers
Marriage
On Friday December 1st at
St Oswald's
Lauren Stokes to Ryan Barnett
We wish them a long and happy
life together.
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WETTENHALL COUNTRYSIDE
MAINTENANCE
Your local family business
DOMESTIC
Driveways & patios built & repaired
Steam clean makes the above safe
Landscaping & Fencing
EQUESTRIAN
Ménages, Fencing, Muck stores &
Stables
All built & repaired
Muck heaps removed
All field work considered
AGRICULTURE
Tractor & man, JCB site master for hire
All agricultural work considered
We move heaven & earth to help
For advice or a free quote call:
Pete on 01270 528244/07960223920
Or Dave on 07815200913
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RECIPE
Epiphany Cake

Method

A classic cake celebrating the 12th
night of Epiphany for the last feast.
Traditionally a bean or coin was
placed into the cake and who ever
found it in their slice was king or
queen for the night. However, these
days dental bills are so high that it is
not worth running the risk.

Put the butter and sugar into a mixing
bowl and beat them together until they
are thoroughly combined and light in
colour and texture. Then add the eggs.
adding the eggs
Mix in the eggs until they are
thoroughly combined, then put in the
flour and almonds.
adding the dry ingredients
Mix the mixture until it is combined,
then pour in the Amaretto or brandy
and stir that in.
the frangipane
Put the frangipane between two
sheets of cling-film/plastic-wrap and
press it into a disk shape, about 2cm
thick. Then put it into the freezer for 30
min.
shaping the marzipan
Preheat the oven to 180°c.
Roll out half of the puff to a thickness
of about 5mm, put a plate on to it and
cut out a disk.
rolling out the pastry
Put the disk of pastry onto the plate,
then remove the frangipane from the
freezer, take off the cling-film/plasticwrap and place the frangipane in the
middle of the disk of pastry on the
plate. Brush the band of exposed
pastry with some cold water.
cutting to size
Roll out the other half of the puff
pastry to about 5mm, then put this
over the frangipane on the plate,
smooth it down, press the two disks of
pastry together at the edge and then
cut off the excess pastry around the
edge of the plate.
sealing the pastry
Transfer the whole thing to a lined
baking tray and seal the pastry
together by crimping it using a butter
knife and your fingers.
glazing the epiphany cake
Brush the top with milk and, very
lightly, cut a pattern into the surface of
the pastry (don’t go all the way
through). Then put the cake into the
oven for 1 hour.
Remove the epiphany cake from the
oven and allow it to rest for 1 hour
before serving.

Ingredients
1kg shop bought puff pastry
For the almond frangipane filling:
125g unsalted butter
100g caster sugar
2 eggs
1 egg yolk
125g ground almonds
25g flour
4 tablespoons Amaretto or Brandy
Preparation Time: 45 minutes (+ 30
minutes chilling)
Cooking Time: 1 hour (+ 1 hour resting
time)
Serves: 8–10

Recipe reproduced with the
kind permission of
www.reallynicerecipes.com
9

HI QUALITY HAYLAGE
HAYLAGE, HAY AND STRAW
IN LARGE OR SMALL BALES
SHAVINGS AND EASI-BED
ALSO AVAILABLE

Contact Ann or Roger on
01270-528273 or 0776-8881487
For price and delivery information
www.haylagefromnicholas.co.uk
GRANTS BUTCHERS

ALWRIGHT
CARPENTER & JOINER
Based in Nantwich
All types of Carpentry
Doors, Windows, Flooring,
Repairs, Kitchens, Wardrobes

(W ithin Minshull Nurseries)

A fine range of quality
meats.
Everything from a crown
roast for your dinner
party,
to a bone for the dog!

Call Alf on 07860 368509
or 01270 440148
Free estimates, No job too small

JM CARS
YOUR LOCAL TAXI
COMPANY
TEL / FAX
MOBILE

Quality service and advice.
"It's what we do"
(7 days per week)

01270 528006
07951 590756

4/6 SEATER VEHICLES

A lso Hog Roasts, BBQ's
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Christingle Service

On Advent Sunday the choir from Calveley
Academy joined us to sing 'Away in a Manger' and 'It
was on a Starry Night'. The Head girl Lucy
Rathbone, read the lesson beautifully. Thanks to
John & Ann Hignett for the amazing tree and to
Angela & Megan for decorating it. Thanks also to
Mary Drinkall for the oranges and to all the
Christingle makers. The collection from the service
has been forwarded to further the work of the
Children's Society.
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Calveley School News
Calveley Primary Academy began the festive season in style with our
annual Christmas Fair. The event was hugely
popular with our children and the community, we
even had a visit from the Mayor Penny Butterill &
her Consort Doug Butterill. Children and adults
were able to purchase crafts, play Christmas
games and begin their Christmas shopping. Father
Christmas also came to visit and was hugely
popular with the children! Thank you to all the
parents, staff and volunteers who made the night
such a success.
In other news, our Calveley Primary Academy
choir attended the Christingle Service at
Wettenhall Church. They enjoyed singing a
number of Christmas songs and we are very proud of our children for
representing the school so well.
Many Thanks
Kier
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St Oswald’s Church
Worleston
Visit: www.worlestonchurch.org.uk

Sidesmen
7th Jan
Mr & Mrs D Booth
14th Jan
J Alexander &
D Darlington
st
21 Jan
Mr A Jackson
28th Jan
Mr & Mrs C Bailey
th
4 Feb
Plough Sunday at
Reaseheath
Flower Rota
7th Jan
Mrs S Kaufman
st
21 Jan
Mrs M Booth
th
4 Feb
Mrs A Fletton
Church Cleaning
January
Mr & Mrs D Booth
February Mrs A Fletton &
Mrs J Astbury
Coffee
Rota
7th Jan
Jo Bailey
14th Jan
Marilyn Booth
21st Jan
J Alexander &
D Darlington
th
28 Jan
Kath Alexander
4th Feb
Plough Sunday at
Reaseheath

Epiphany
By the time this magazine is being
read, all traces of stables, angels,
shepherds and donkeys will have
been packed away, ready for
another year. That trio of wise men
or kings, gets put away too. This is a
pity as the feast of Epiphany on
January 6th celebrates the visit of
the wise men to the baby Jesus, but
it often gets overlooked.
The Prayer Book calls it the
Epiphany or Manifestation of Christ
to the Gentiles. Look it up and you'll
find that 'Epiphany' means
'manifestation' and that means
'showing plainly', and we are mostly,
in our parishes, Gentiles and not
Jews. The wise men were Gentiles
too. In other words we are
celebrating that Jesus Christ came
for all of us and that right from the
start of his earthly life we were
included in his love and care. That's
surely something to celebrate!

New Venture

During this term we were delighted
to take part in a new venture by the
school. Key Stage 2 (Primary pupils
for the older readers) came to
church and joined in a service of
Holy Communion. Some parents
and regular members of the
congregation came too.They had
been trained by the vicar and were
able to bring the bread and the wine to the communion table and to lead
us in the prayers. Each child came to receive a blessing. All the children
seemed delighted to enjoy this new experience. We hope this will become
a regular termly or half-termly event.

16

Very many thanks to all those people who gave of their time to
keep St Oswald's as a living part of the community during 2017.
Thanks to those who have cleaned, arranged flowers, made coffee,
swept the churchyard and paths, made rotas, carried chairs,
delivered magazines, and taken part during services. If anyone else
would care to join us in 2018, you are more than welcome!

Advent
On Advent Sunday, the St Christopher Chorale led a carol service which
began the season of Advent, of waiting for Christmas. We heard the
familiar readings from the Bible which told of Christ's coming and we
listened to carols, old and new, sung by the choir. The congregation had
seven carols to sing,
and the first Advent
candle was lit in the
Advent ring, so it was a
very active service!
Of course we all enjoyed
some coffee and cake
afterwards and during all
the chatter, discovered
that the Chorale is
looking for new
members. If you fancy
joining, then contact
Philip Crookall. The
choir practices in St Oswald's on Friday evenings.

Christmas
Our thanks are due to all the people who helped to make the church so
beautiful over the Christmas season. We appreciate how long it takes to
clean, arrange the flowers, fetch the tree and decorate it, and to ensure
that we were ready to welcome parents and friends who have come into
church for the school plays and Christingle. The footfall at St Oswald's
during December was very high! It is hard to pick out particular names but
we extend thanks to Mrs Margaret Davies who gave the Christmas tree to
St Oswald's and also one to the school.

17

St Oswald’s School News
Year 3 and 4 have been getting busy flower arranging:
The Year 3 and 4 class
have had a couple of lovely
afternoons with 3 volunteer
ladies from St.
Bartholmew’s Church in
Church Minshull who have
been teaching the children
how to flower arrange and
do a spot of sewing. This
has been done over three
afternoons and has involved
designing, creating and evaluating what they
have done during the craft sessions.
St. Oswald’s Children In Need 2017:
What an amazing day
was had at St. Oswald’s
for Children in Need at
the Pudsey Appeal. We
raised a grand total of
£228.86 on the day from
the children donating a
pound to come to school
in fancy dress for the day.
This involved Onesies, Pyjamas or just something
spotty! A bake sale was held at break time and
one of our amazing Year 5 children raised £32.70
single handedly through charitable fundraising
throughout the year.
Art Exhibition
I have attached some lovely photos from our recent art exhibition that we
had in school this week. It was the culmination of our Autumn Term Topic
across the whole school entitled 'Cities'. Each class took a different city
around the world to plan their creative curriculum around: Reception and
Nursery chose London, Year 1/2 chose Cape Town, Year 3/4 Chose Oslo
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and Year 5/6 chose New York. This provided the stimulus for all our
subjects this term and the children produced some amazing work. We put
it all out on display for the parents to see and enjoy at the Cities
Exhibition. We even had Year 6 children dress up as pilots and air
stewards and stewardesses and give the parents a passport on their
arrival at the exhibition that they then had signed as they visited each city
(class). The turn out was amazing and the parents had the chance to
write a lovely comment on a luggage label about something that they
were proud of with their child's work.
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01270 620792

21

Ladies who Lunch
Tuesday 16th January 2018 at
The Farmers Arms, Ravensmoor
12.30pm - Cost: £10
(No need to book)
Plough Sunday
Make a date in your diary now for the United Service at
Reaseheath College on Sunday 4th February at 11am.

Looking Forward
Ash Wednesday - A United Service of Holy Communion will be held at St.
Mary's Acton at 10.30am on February 14th.
Look out for details of further Lenten activities in next month's magazine.
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Contacts for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals etc are as follows
Rev’d Anne Lawson
01270 628864
The Vicarage, Chester Road
Acton, Cheshire, CW5 8LG
Email
revanne@uwclub.net
Parish Office open at the Vicarage - Tuesday & Thursday 9:30 am - 12 Noon
Email: crosscountryparishes@outlook.com
Licensed Readers
Isobel Burnley 624521
reader@marshlane.f2s.com
ann.nicholas@btconnect.com
Ann Nicholas 528273
St David’s

St Oswald’s
Churchwardens

Mr R Nicholas
Mr R Brooks

528273
528278

Mr M Alexander 624404
Mrs I Burnley
624521
Other Parish Office Holders
PCC Secretaries

Mrs H Pope

528755

Mrs J Grocott

611583

Mr G Heap

620199

Mr G Heap

620199

PCC Treasurers
Mrs G Ward 01606 554869
Organists
Mr R Nicholas

528273
Magazine Reps

Mrs Ann Nicholas

528273

Contact the Churchwardens

www.wettenhallchurch.org.uk

www.worlestonchurch.org.uk

PLEASE NOTE - Due to holidays all material
sent by email for the February magazine
should go to:
crosscountryparishesnews@gmail.com
All copy for the next Magazine must be with your parish rep or sent
to the email above NO LATER THAN Friday 12th January.
For advertising contact Roger on 01270-528273

When you contact one of our advertisers
please mention that you found them in our magazine
This magazine is printed for us by Delmar Press Ltd, Nantwich. 01270-624122
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