The Cross Country Parishes
of
Acton, Church Minshull,
Wettenhall & Worleston.

Growing Time

Dear Friends
Lent is a time to grow. In the northern hemisphere, that is obvious. The days
lengthen (the very word ‘Lent’ comes from an old English word referring to the
lengthening of days) and all around us, plants burst into life.
In the Church, Lent is also a time to grow in our relationship to others. Always this
requires prayer and study of God’s word. Frequently it requires either giving
something up, ideally in order that the money we save by not indulging in alcohol
or chocolate, or whatever the luxury is can be given to those in need, or that we
devote the time we would have spent on an activity to spending time with God.
Sometimes Christians might take something up, rather than depriving themselves
of something. Sometimes that is spiritual, such as aiming to read all of the Psalms
during Lent. Sometimes something life-giving. A few years ago, I aimed to walk
for 30 minutes each day. I used that time to allow my mind space; to notice the
awakening of the natural word; to talk with God in prayer as I walked. Not only did
my physical and mental health benefit, but my relationship with God deepened
too as I prayed, thought, pondered and mused, consciously walking in God’s
presence.
We live in a fast-moving, frequently frenetic society. Taking time out is not easy,
even when we know that we should pause, and our bodies tell us we are tired, a
24/7 society which finds value activity makes it hard to stop.
In such a world, Lent comes as a counter-cultural call to pause. To take time to
grow as human beings rather than human doings. To take time to grow spiritually,
finding space to be with God so that our spirits can be refreshed.
How we choose to take that pause and refreshment will depend on our character
and personality, our lives and our experience of God, but however we choose to
pause the challenge of Lent remains. It is opportunity to pause; to be refreshed; to
grow as people made in the image of God.

Yours,
Anne
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Acton
2nd Feb 11 am Plough Sunday at Reaseheath, 5 pm Communion
9th Feb 8 am Communion,11 am Morning Prayer, 5 pm Evensong
16th Feb 10 am Messy Church, 5 pm Communion
23rd Feb 8 am Communion, 11 am Morning Prayer 5 pm Evensong
1st Mar 11 am United Communion at Wettenhall, 5 pm Evensong
Church Minshull
2nd Feb 11 am Plough Sunday at Reaseheath
9th Feb 11 am Cafe Church
16th Feb 11 am Communion
23rd Feb 11 am Messy Church
1st Mar 11 am United Communion at Wettenhall,
Worleston
2nd Feb 11 am Plough Sunday at Reaseheath
9th Feb 9:30 am Communion
23rd Feb 9:30 am Morning Prayer
1st Mar 11 am United Communion at Wettenhall,
Wettenhall
2nd Feb 11 am Plough Sunday at Reaseheath
9th Feb 11 am Communion
16th Feb 11 am All Age
23rd Feb 6:30 pm Communion
1st Mar 11 am United Communion at Wettenhall,
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St David’s Church
Wettenhall

St David’s Patronal Festival
On Sunday 1st March at 11am, St.
David's celebrates it's Patronal
Festival. Please join us for a
celebration of Holy Communion,
including some rousing Welsh hymn
tunes and followed by delicious
refreshments. All are welcome.

Visit: www.wettenhallchurch.org.uk

Sidespersons
2nd Feb

United at Reasheath

9th

Mrs A Hignett

Feb

16th

Feb

Brownies/Guides

23rd

Feb

Informal

1st Mar

Mrs A Brooks

Cleaning & Flowers
26th Jan /
Mrs E Carr &
2nd Feb
Mrs A Nicholas
th
th
9 / 16 Jan Mrs H Moss
23rd Feb /
1st Mar

Mrs A Brooks

Coffee & Cake

* Please Note. Lent begins on 26th
February. No Flowers until Easter Day
on 12th April - except for St Davids
Patronal Festival on 1st March

The next meetings are on
Thursday 6th February &
5th March
Times are from 10 am-12 noon &
everyone is very welcome for as
little or as long as they wish.

Cholmondeston & Wettenhall
Parish Council
The Parish Council dates for 2020 are
as follows:
26th February
20th May 7pm start
22nd July
16th September
25th November 7pm start
7.30pm start unless otherwise
stated and all held in St. David's
Church, Wettenhall

Mobile Library
The Cheshire East Mobile Library calls
at St David’s Church, Wettenhall on a
three weekly cycle: Tuesdays 12.05 12.20pm. The next visits are on 4th
February & 25th February & 17th March

Plough Sunday
On Sunday 2nd February the Plough
Service will be held at Reaseheath College
at 11am.
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Special Birthdays

Happy Birthday
This Month to:
Herbie Major

Mollie Yarwood

Louie Elliott

Niamh Ward

Madison Warrington

Poppy Rowland

Special Birthday Greetings to
Nathan Moss who celebrates his
18th birthday on February 26th.
Also Special Birthday greetings to
Helen Yarwood celebrating her 40th
on 21st February

Missy Shaw

Congratulations
to Edith Carr who celebrated her
90th birthday with a cake at the end
of the All Age service in December.

Carol Singing for MND
A huge THANKYOU to the Carol Singers
& to everyone who supported them in
raising £130 for MND. Thank you also to
the anonymous donor who matched this
amount making a total contribution of
£260.

Crib Service
Christmas Eve was filled with
shepherds, angels, & wisemen being
led to Bethlehem by the sight of an
unusual star. The eagerness &
excitement of the first Christmas was
beautifully retold by Heather & Chris
Pope, and re-enacted by lots of very
excited children & grown-ups too!.
Thanks to Heather for writing this
especially for Christmas Eve.
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Plants and Flowers in the Christian Faith
Sacred Plants ; The Olive Tree
The olive tree is a multibranched evergreen tree, with a gnarled trunk and smooth bark. It bears
leathery, silver leaves and in May the trees are covered in sweetly perfumed white or yellow
flowers, followed by green or black olives in late summer. The pressing of the olives yields oil, a
task given over to blindfolded donkeys walking around a grindstone in
ancient Mediterranean countries.
From the Ancient Greek culture the Olive tree has been a symbol of
peace, reconciliation and friendship. It was the Greeks who first
‘extended the olive branch’ as a sign of peace. Last month outlined
the Christian symbolism of the yew tree of Europe and how it’s
ancient sacred status was the foundation of it’s place in Christianity; a
similar story applies to the olive tree.
The olive grows all over eastern Mediterranean countries and first
became a symbol of Israel, the promised land of the Jews. When
Noah sent out the dove from the Ark, it returned with an olive branch
to symbolise God’s gift of land and a new life for those people saved from the flood waters.
The Psalms have numerous references to olive trees and the fruit and oil. Psalm 127 says that the
fruiting olive tree is like a mother and her children within the household. Psalm 51 likens the
fruiting tree to the enrichment of the lives of believers in God. The olive oil is even regarded as a
symbol of joy in psalm 103 because, when smeared on the face, it makes the face shine!
When Jesus began his ministry the sacred status of the olive was conferred upon him and his
teachings. The title ‘Christ’ means the ‘anointed one’, olive oil being used at that time to anoint
Kings and Rulers at the start of their reign. Jesus was baptised by John at the start of his ministry
and still today olive oil is used in baptism services. The Gospels make reference to his preaching on
the Mount of Olives and his time in the Garden of Gethsemane, site of some of the oldest trees on
earth. The word ‘gethsemane’ is an olive press. Jesus and his Passion are symbolised by the olive
fruit. Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane before he was arrested and put to death. The
‘pressure’ of his life and destiny bore down on him before he was beaten and crushed on the
Cross. After his death and ascension into heaven the Holy Spirit was released to pour down onto
his disciples and the new Church.
Olives and olive oil remain symbols of peace, health and reconciliation, so think of these when next
pouring out the oil in the kitchen, especially if the food is to be shared with family or friends!

Cholmondeston & Wettenhall Parish Council ; Vacancy
Cholmondeston and Wettenhall Parish Council have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor.
To apply please contact Helen Moss (Chairman) at helenmosscllr@btinternet.com
Information on Parish Councils and the role of Councillors can be found at
www.nalc.gov.uk
Cllr Helen Moss - Chairman Wettenhall Parish Tel: 07484 716 613
Cholmondeston and Wettenhall Parish Council
www.cholmondestonandwettenhall-pc.gov.uk
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Darnhall Brownies
Darnhall Brownies enjoying games in the Village Hall.

JM CARS
YOUR LOCAL TAXI
COMPANY
TEL / FAX
MOBILE

01270 528006
07951 590756

4/6 SEATER VEHICLES
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WETTENHALL COUNTRYSIDE
MAINTENANCE
Your local family business
DOMESTIC
Driveways & patios built & repaired
Steam clean makes the above safe
Landscaping & Fencing
EQUESTRIAN
Ménages, Fencing, Muck stores &
Stables
All built & repaired
Muck heaps removed
All field work considered
AGRICULTURE
Tractor & man, JCB site master for hire
All agricultural work considered
We move heaven & earth to help
For advice or a free quote call:
Pete on 01270 528244/07960223920
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Plough Sunday Service
Plough Sunday is an ancient tradition dating to the time when the Church owned the only
plough in the village.
Together with the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution, we have been invited to
Reaseheath College again to celebrate Plough Sunday again this year. Donations will be
taken for lunch and will go to RABI.
This event has become very important to the staff and students at the college, and they will
be bringing their own ideas to the celebrations, although details were not available at the
time of going to print.
Please note that there will be plenty of tables at which to sit and eat lunch and it will
not be necessary to go outside to access lunch.
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Choral Evensong with the St Christopher Chorale
Sunday 9 February 5.00 pm in Acton
We are delighted that the St Christopher Chorale, with their Musical
Director, Philip Crookall, will be singing Choral Evensong at
St Mary’s Acton.
The service will include the premier of Magnificat (music by Andrew
Crookall; words by Anne Lawson)

Why not come to Tea at the Tower (2.30 pm – 4.30 pm)
for tea and cake and stay for Evensong?

All Welcome.
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Life Balance: Work, Rest and Play for Lent
A Lent Course to be held
at Acton Vicarage at 7.30 pm on:
Wednesday 4 March
Wednesday 11 March
Wednesday 18 March
Wednesday 25 March
Wednesday 1 April

Time to pause
Time to celebrate
Time to rest
Time to play
Time to liberate

Plough Service at Chester Cathedral
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RECIPE
Pork Chops in Parcels
This comes from an old book of Ambridge recipes. The weights were in lbs and oz.
Younger readers may ask where Ambridge is.
The clue is radio 4 at 7.00pm every evening. It's the longest running radio show ever.

Ingredients
4 pork chops or pork steaks
225 gm mushrooms, sliced
About 40 gm butter
1 tablespoon flour
Juice of 1 lemon
4 sprigs fresh thyme
150 ml double cream

Method
● Brown the chops in the butter. Place chops
on large individual pieces of foil.
● Sprinkle with pepper and place a sprig of
thyme on each.
● Fry the mushrooms in the butter, sprinkle
flour over them and stir well. Add lemon
juice and mix thoroughly. Divide the now
congealed mix between the 4 chops. Pour 2
tablespoons of cream over each chop. Fold
the foil so that each chop is sealed in its
own foil parcel.
● Bake for an hour at 170 C, 325 F or Gas
mark 3.
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St Oswald’s Church

Plough Sunday

Worleston

On Sunday 2nd February a United
Plough Service will be held at
Reaseheath College at 11am

Visit: www.worlestonchurch.org.uk

Sidesmen
9th Feb

Evensong
Evensong led by St Christopher Chorale
Sunday 9th February
at
St Mary’s Church Acton
5pm

Mr & Mrs D Booth

23rd Feb

Mr A Jackson

8th Mar

Mr & Mrs M
Alexander
Flower Rota
9th Feb

Mrs M Booth

23rd Feb

Mrs J Astbury

Bereavement Group
Bereavement group support meeting on
19th February
At
St Mary’s Church Acton
6pm

8th Mar

No Flowers during
Lent
Church Cleaning
February

PCC Meeting
St Oswald’s PCC
The next meeting is on
24th February
at 7pm
in Church

Mrs A Fletton &
Mrs J Astbury
Mr & Mrs Ablard

March
Coffee Rota
9th Feb
23rd

Mrs J Bailey

Feb

Mrs S Parker

8th Mar

Mrs M Booth

Christingle
After our Christingle service with the
school before Christmas we were
able to send £50 to the Children's
Society. Thank you
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Comedy Night
Following the success of the comedy night at the village hall in February last year, it has
been decided to host another night of comedy stand up on Saturday 8th February 2020.
Come along and see some great comedians and have a laugh during those dark winter
months - Tickets on sale in early new year. See Back Page

Coffee & Cake
St Oswald’s Worleston
Saturday February 1st from 10 am - 12 noon
Come along to enjoy a Coffee & Cake and a chat.
Everyone welcome for as little or long a time as you wish.

Village Hall Booking Clerk
Worleston Village Hall are looking for a community minded, reliable & well
organised person to take on the voluntary role of Bookings Clerk. The position is
for approx. 10 hours per week with expenses paid where appropriate. For further
information or expression of interest please contact the Village hall directly by
telephoning 07493 659906 OR by email to worlestonvillagehall@gmail.com For
more information about the hall & it's events & activities please check out the
website using the link below. Thank you. http://www.worlestonvillagehall.net/

Ladies Lunch
Thursday 20th February
at
Tollemache Arms, Alpraham
12.30pm - Cost: £10
(No need to book)
All welcome including gents who gather to enjoy lunch.
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A Safety Reminder
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Contacts for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals etc are as follows
Rev’d Anne Lawson
01270 628864
The Vicarage, Chester Road
Acton, Cheshire, CW5 8LG
Email
revanne@uwclub.net
Parish Office open at the Vicarage - Tuesday & Thursday 9:30 am - 12 Noon
Email: crosscountryparishes@outlook.com
Licensed Readers
Isobel Burnley 624521
reader@marshlane.f2s.com
Ann Nicholas 528273
annnicholas0@gmail.com
St David’s

St Oswald’s
Churchwardens

Mr R Nicholas
Mr R Brooks

528273
528278

Mr M Alexander 624404
Mrs I Burnley
624521
Other Parish Office Holders
PCC Secretaries

Mrs H Pope

528755

TBA
PCC Treasurers

Mrs G Ward 01606 554869

Mr D Booth

627277

Mr G Heap

620199

Organists
Mr R Nicholas

528273
Magazine Reps

Mrs Ann Nicholas

528273

Contact the Churchwardens

www.wettenhallchurch.org.uk
CW7 4DN

www.worlestonchurch.org.uk
CW5 6DN

All copy for the next Magazine must be with
your parish rep or sent to
crosscountryparishesnews@gmail.com
NO LATER THAN
Friday 14th February 2020
For advertising contact Roger on 01270-528273
For missing birthdays on the list or for special birthday
announcements email the editor as for copy or phone Peter on
07939 954806
When you contact one of our advertisers
please mention that you found them in our magazine
This magazine is printed for us by Lenzflair Photography in Crewe 07939 954806
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